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Force Play 

• A force play is a play in 
which a runner loses the 
right to the base occupied 
and is forced to advance 
because the batter 
becomes a batter-runner . 

• Can touch the base or tag 
the runner 

Example Play: See diagram above 

With a runner on first, the batter hits a ground ball 
to the SS. The runner on first is forced to 
advanced because the batter has become a 
runner. The runner on first has lost his/her right 
to first base. There are two possible force plays 
for the defense, one at 2nd and one at 1•1• 
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Tag Play 

• While holding the ball, a 
fielder tags the runner 
before the runner reaches 
the base or is off their 
base. 

Example Play: See diagram above 

With a runner on second, the batter hits a ground 
ball to the SS. The runner on second is not forced 
to advance even though the batter has become a 
runner. The runner on can choose to stay on 
second or advance to 3'd at their own risk. The 
possible plays for the defense on the runner at 2nd 

would be tag plays. There is still a force play on 
the batter runner at first. 
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2. MAKE THE CALL by circling your decision ... Force or Tag Play 

A. Runner on 1st
, 1 out, batter hits a ground ball to the 3rd baseman, she fields the ball and throws to 2nd, the 2nd baseman covering 

the bag catches the throw, steps on 2nd base, and then throws over to 1'1 base to complete the double play. The throw beats the 
batter-runner and the first baseman catches the throw and steps on first base before the runner arrives. This is a routine double play 
scenario. What kind of plays were made on both runners? FORCE or TAG 

B. Runner on 1•t, 1 out, batter hits a ground ball to the 3rd baseman. She fields the ball and throws to l5t, the first baseman catches 
the throw and steps on the base to get the batter-runner out. She then throws quickly over to second base for a routine reverse 
double play. 

What kind of play does the first baseman covering first need to do for the batter-runner coming to first? FORCE or TAG What kind of 
play does the shortstop covering second need to do for the runner coming into second? FORCE or TAG 

C. With bases loaded and no outs, the batter hits a hard ground ball to the second baseman. He fields the ball and comes up firing 
home. The catcher catches the throw, steps on home before the runner from third arrives, and quickly throws to first base. This is a 
routine home to first play with bases loaded. What kinds of plays were made on both runners? FORCE or TAG 

D. With bases loaded and 1 out, the batter hits a hard ground ball to the second baseman. She fields the ball and flips it to the first 
baseman who catches it and steps on first before the batter-runner arrives. She then sees the runner from second is in the middle of 
second and third, and throws over to the third baseman. The third baseman catches the ball and gets the runner in a run down 
between 2nd and 3rd • What kind of play must be made on this runner? FORCE or TAG 
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